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Friday 8th July 2016 
From Mrs May 

The year has ended on a real high. The discos last week were huge fun. Thank you to FoL for 

organising. FT and FW both had class assemblies this week, which all their parents thoroughly 

enjoyed. On Wednesday, all children had an hour in their new class, with great excitement all round. 

It was especially lovely to welcome some new families to Longwood. KS2 enjoyed a fabulous concert 

of film music at Purcell School. And then, of course, last night was a night to remember. The art 

exhibition saw every child in school and pre-school exhibiting a piece of work. I have never received 

so many compliments, but it was, as all things are, a team effort and I am grateful to all the staff and 

in particular, Lindsay, who did most of the hard work. So far, we have raised £407 from the evening, 

but there are still a few pieces of art left, so that will go up a little more. The Leavers’ Celebration 

was extremely emotional for all concerned. Thank you to everyone who made the effort to attend. 

Last night, I announced the new year 5 positions of responsibility. Congratulations to all of the 

children. They have the chance to make these jobs their own. I know they won’t let us down. 

 

Chair of School Council – Louis Morpurgo House Captain – Nia 

Rowling House Captain – Owen Dahl House Captain – Archie 

Blyton House Captain – Alena Assembly Prefect – Lily 

Playground Prefects – Rory and Laksh IT Prefect – Harrison 

Library Prefect – Rayhan Events Prefects – Tiana and Max 

 

This morning, we held our last inter-house competition of the year. Photos of the bench ball games 

will be on the website soon. Well done to Blyton, the winners. Unfortunately, they weren’t good 

enough to beat the staff team at the end, but if they practise hard next year, who knows!!! 

I will announce the overall winning house in assembly this afternoon, so I can’t let you know just yet. 

(Update – Morpurgo won!) 

 

I said yesterday, but I want to say again, a massive thank you to everyone who has made my first 

year at Longwood so special. Thank you for the support, feedback and hard work. It’s hugely 

appreciated.  

 

I wish everyone a wonderful summer. The autumn term begins on Tuesday 6th September. 

From Mr Livesey 

Holiday Scheme 

Thank you to Mrs West and the team for organising such a fun, stimulating and varied holiday 

scheme this summer which the children will thoroughly enjoy. We have invested over £1000 in art 

and craft activities and games. We have a visiting theatre company to perform a production, as well 

as yoga sessions, Zumba sessions, golf, tennis, football, fancy dress parties, PE activities, films and 

entertainers. Please see the programme on our website and displayed outside the school hall.   
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Staffing Update 

As you know, after 20 years of service, Mario Pilavas is leaving Longwood. We wish him all the best 

and hope that his new ventures are a huge success. 

We have recruited a games teacher to teach Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons. Her name is Ruth 

Taylor. She will teach KS1, LKS2 and UKS2 on the astroturf and will also teach Reception once a 

week. Her partner, Lee Rossiter may also help out from time to time. They are both hugely 

experienced in a range of sports and Ruth is a qualified teacher with many years of school service 

under her belt. We are very excited to have them join our staff team. 

We have also recruited Jadene Poulter as our new teaching assistant. She will be based in KS1 whilst 

Shane Azad will move to KS2, although there will be some flexibility here. Jadene is young and very 

keen to learn. She made a great impression at her interview and will undergo some training during 

the year. We are confident she will be a great asset to Longwood. She will be starting in August in 

the holiday scheme. 

 

School Uniform 

Blazers are now in stock at dj uniforms. They are optional for the coming school year and will be a 

compulsory item from September 2017.  

 

Letters and Sounds Evening 

On 8th September, FW, FT, FA and Year 1 parents are invited to learn more about how we teach 

Letters and Sounds at Longwood. This is a really important chance for you to understand how to 

help your child best. The class teachers will explain their teaching methods and will answer any 

questions you may have. Please put the date in your diaries now and sign up for your session.     

Sign- up sheets are in the office. These sessions are not suitable for children to attend. 

 

Sports/Swimming Reminder 

Sports lessons start on the first day of term, so all children must bring their PE kit into school. 

Swimming will not start until the second week of term. 

 

Congratulations 

 

Well done to Isabella (KS1) who did some independent research, following assembly on Monday 

morning, when I showed the children a video and told them about Derek Redmond and his 

performance in the 400m sprint at the Barcelona Olympic Games in 1992. If you don’t know what 

happened, watch this video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZlXWp6vFdE or ask Isabella. It’s 

always lovely for a teacher when a child feels inspired by something she has learnt and goes off to 

find out more, so thank you Isabella! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kZlXWp6vFdE
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Elias (KS1) has earned the last “Award From Mrs May” this year, for an impressive write-up of his 

science experiment about growing cress. He was not told any particular way to record this work, but 

he had i clearly and logically presented and all with beautiful handwriting. Great job, Elias. 

 

 

Attachments To The Newsletter 

 

 Friends of Longwood Newsletter 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

NB – All new items are highlighted 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Thursday 8th Sept 7pm in classrooms Meeting with class 
teachers to 
understand Letters 
and Sounds 

For all FT, FW, FA and 
Year 1 parents 

Wednesday 14th Sept 7.30pm at school FoL meeting Open to all parents 

Friday 30th September 9am in the school hall McMillan Coffee 
Morning 

All parents invited 

Thursday 6th October 7pm at school Open Evening Please spread the 
word. This event is for 
potential Longwood 
parents. Year 5/6 
children to attend. 

Friday 21st October 9.30am at St James’ 
Church, Bushey 

Harvest Festival All parents welcome 
(FA - KS2). Tea and 
coffee afterwards. 

Tuesday 13th 
December 

Leave school at 
lunchtime, return 
about 5.30 

Christmas Pantomime All children from FA - 
UKS2 

 
The cost of this outing will be £20 and will be added to your invoice.  

Thursday 15th 
December 

2pm at St James’ 
Church, Bushey 

Christmas Carol 
Service 

KS2 parents welcome 

Wednesday 14th June 
– Friday 16th June 

3 days UKS2 residential More details to follow 

 


